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We are so looking forward to this New Year—2020. 
Never in the history of the world has there not been a 
great opportunity to experience life changing events. 
Whatever 2020 holds, I want you to think of these 
things. 

These are times when people all around us are looking 
for something that will show them what life is all about. 
There are those who search every day looking for a 
purpose and meaning and will never find what life really 
means. I challenge you in 2020 to look at your neigh-
bors and friends and those you work with and share 
with them the excitement of the life you know in Christ 
Jesus the Lord and then bring them with you to church 
Sunday and worship together the one who gives us life, 
and life more abundantly. As someone once said, “If 
your life means anything to you, share it with someone 
else.” 

We will spend a great deal of time in 2020 working to-
ward a successful year in Sunday School and outreach. 
May I challenge you to be active in your church’s pro-
grams and ministries. All of our ministries—Sunday 
School, Bible Studies, Choir, Senior Adults, Young 
Couples, Families, Youth, Children, School, Child Care, 
Camp, Missions, Men’s Ministries, Women’s Minis-
tries—all are to work toward blessing God. 

This New Year, remember your church dollars keep 
your church open. You would not want to live in a com-
munity where there were no churches. Your church is 
the most important institution in your life and in the lives 
of your family and members of your community. When 
you stumble, she steadies; when you fall, she lifts; 
when you suffer, she consoles; when you go down into 
the valley, she lightens the way. She protects your 
home and family and business. She makes your home, 
your community, your state and nation, a better place in 
which to live. She leads the way in the battle for moral 
decency and points the way to God without respect of 
persons. She exalts Christ, God’s Son and Man’s Sav-
ior. Support your Church with your money, your influ-
ence, your time, and talents. It will prove your best in-
vestment for time and eternity. 

           - Dr. Charles E. Brown 

Church 
 
Sunday, January 5 
5:00 PM | Fellowship Hall 

. 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

January 19 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s Resource 
Center Baby Shower 

12:00 pm  

Hospitality Room 

ï���µ��n��Č�����	�� 
ï����Ã��	 

 

Diapers and wipes 
Sleepers 
Toiletries 
Diaper bag 
Blankets 

Small infant toys 
Diaper rash cream 

New bottles & pacifiers 
Bib and burp cloths 
Umbrella stroller 
Baby washcloths 

Outfits and onesies, Size newborn - 24 months 

YOUTH TO 

January 12 | 3 PM | $15 + Concessions 

‘Rags to Blessings’ Sewing Day returns to 
Rm. 211 on Jan. 18 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.  
“Come sew with us!” 
Any questions please contact: 
Renata Jones: (251) 391-0517 
Jane Ziplies: (251) 680-2381 

WELCOME OUR  
NEW MEMBERS! 

By Baptism: 

Preston Warren 

By Letter:   

Lorenzo French, Jr. 

Mary Lee French 



7+$1.�<28� ���������Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, 

and visits for my son, Victor Patrick, my wife, Dot, 

and myself during our times of sickness. You are 

a blessing to us always. 

        — God Bless You, George Patrick 

Note: We regret that due to a clerical error we 

were unable to print Mr. Patrick’s note when it 

was submitted for the November Issue. 

6<03$7+<�72� 
The family of Mrs. Nancy Schell. 

Mrs. Myrtis Scott and family in the loss of her son-in-law, Mr. Jasper Kranke. 

Dr. & Mrs. Charles E. Brown and family in the loss of their family member, Mr. 

Mark Sims. 

The family of Mr. Harlan Mahan. 

The family of Mr. Paul Vickers. 

Mr. Don Brandon and family in the loss of his wife, Mrs. Edna Brandon. 

Mrs. Joanne Slater and family in the loss of her son, Mr. Donald L. Slater. 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Dees and family in the loss of their son, Mr. Jeff Dees. 

The family of Miss Ruth Ann Murphy. 

*-6WUHHW�.LG]�&KLOGUHQ¶V�0LQLVWU\ 

     Happy New Year!!!  

     As I was preparing this article I did a google search for 2020 New 
Year quotes, 2 in particular stood out to me. Here they are: “Resolution 
One: I will live for God. Resolution Two: If no one else does, I still will.”-
Johnathan Edwards, & “Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365 day 
book. Write a good one.”-Brad Paisley.  

     These 2 quotes stood out to me because each day is a new day that 
you and I can live for God and lead our families in the direction that is in 
obedience to God. Resolutions will be made, promises will be made, 
and some will be broken. Let’s not break the promises and resolutions 
that we can make to be obedient to God and the commitment we can 
make to direct our families in obedience to God.  

     Here are some exciting things that will be taking place in the New 
Year.  

· Children’s Ministry Counsel 

· Mission focus during Children’s Church and Preschool Worship  

· Wednesday Night activities  

· Monthly activities  

                 - Bro. Charles <>< 

 

Sunday Outreach by Deacons:  

01/05 Joe Gilbert & Ralph Shine 

01/12 Steve Vickery & Jack Morrison 

01/19 David Eddie, Cliff Baugus & Chad Milam 

01/26 David Burcham & James Paravicini 

Church Officers: 

01/05 Brian Barnett & James Paravicini  

01/12 Ronnie Bouler & Ed Walters 

01/19 David Burcham & Jon Anderson 

01/26 Greg Parker & Gavin Butler 

Nursery & Mini-Church: 

  Nursery     Mini-Church  
01/05 Shila & Joe Gilbert   Lori Beth & Matt Graham 

01/12 Barbara Pearson & Gwen Pritchard  Maria Byrns & Caitlyn Smith 

01/19 Rebecca & Jason Smith   Tiffany Mastin & Meredith Smith 

01/26 Libby Simms & Dana Pope   Alicia Lee & Aden / Alex Miller 

*HQHUDWH�6WXGHQW�0LQLVWU\ 

     Happy New Year! What a blessing it is to see a new year. I believe 
Father God has so much He wants to do in and through our lives this 
year! I am so expectant.  

     This month the student ministry will be in a VISION series on 
Wednesday nights.  

     It is critical that we as Christ followers understand our purpose on 
planet earth.  

     We exist to know God and make Him known. We exist to amplify 
the glory of God.  

     We will also be discussing the vision and future of Generate Stu-
dents!  

      Exciting events are 
planned for this month, 
and you don’t want to 
miss out!  

     It’s going to be a 
great year!  

                    – Aaron 



     When the Christmas season rolls 
around, many of us find our time con-
sumed with holiday parties, shopping, 
and cooking for family feasts. We may 
forget that it can also be a lonely time of 
the year. For this reason GSBC  delivers 
poinsettia plants every Christmas to 
those church members who are home-
bound or have recently lost family members. The tradition began at 
West End Baptist Church many years before merging with Oakdale 
Baptist in 1985. The meaningfulness of a cheery gift and a brief 
visit is not lost on those who make the deliveries. 

     “Her face lit up when she saw the cards and the poinsettia,” 
said Aaron Griffin about his visit with Mrs. Jean Perigo. “It really 
touched me.” 

     For those receiving the plants and Christmas cards, it is one 
way of knowing they are in our hearts and minds. As said by Mrs. 
Perigo, “My church family always takes care of me.” 

(GXFDWLRQ�0LQLVWULHV 

     Everyone is invited to a Church Fellowship on Sunday, January 5, 
at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring finger foods such as 
finger sandwiches, meatballs, party weenies, fruit, chips and dip, and 
desserts. At the fellowship, new church members who joined the 
church in 2019 will be recognized.  

     All men are invited to our Men’s Lunch that will take place on 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020, at 11:30 am in the Youth Room. Our 
guest speaker is Darnell Archie, Head Men’s Basketball Coach at the 
University of Mobile. Please invite a guest to attend. 

     We will have a Sunday School Lunch and Leadership Training on 
Sunday, January 12, at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring 
sandwiches, salads, or desserts. We have a Sunday School Matters 
Leaders Kit that includes helpful videos from outstanding national lead-
ers, and we will watch one of these videos. Child care will be provided.  

     Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is on January 19. We will have a 
short video in the worship service. After the worship service, we will 
have a Baby Shower in the Hospitality Room for the Women’s Re-
source Center. Terri Mason, Operations Director at the Women’s Re-
source Center, will speak at the shower. A wish list of gifts appears 
elsewhere in this newsletter. The gifts do not have to be wrapped.  

     We are participating in Saturate Mobile. 
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sat-
urday, January 25, at 10:00 am. We will go 
out in teams and distribute the Jesus DVD, 
a gospel booklet, information about our 
church, and a gift from our church. Please 
bring a backpack in which you can put your 
materials. Our goal in 2020 is to distribute 
these materials to every household in the 
zip code of 36693.  

                    - Brooks Alexander 

*RYHUQPHQW�6WUHHW�&KULVWLDQ�6FKRRO 

�����The 17th Century American Puritan, Samuel Willard, wrote “The 
Word of God and the rule of religion teach us, not to destroy, but to 
improve every faculty that is in us…to the glory of God who gave them 
to us.” Scripture informs us that God endows each person with 
“natural” talents, interests, or inclinations that are to be used to glorify 
God, serve community, and provide income.   

     The mission of GSCS is to serve families and their children by edu-
cating or “drawing-out those talents, interests, or inclinations” and de-
veloping them into useful knowledge, skills, and abilities. Learning 
takes place in a faith nurturing environment where children are disci-
pled morally, academically, and socially. Educating, learning, and liv-
ing are consecrated as worship to Christ, so as to fulfill His purpose in 
their vocations, careers, relationships, and communities. We educate, 
and we learn in order to live for Christ in totality.   

     Please join us for the Open House on February 2nd, from 2:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm. Thank you for your prayers.                                                                                      
                - Bryan Townsend 

 CHURCH FINANCE 
11/24/19     $        7,561.42   

12/01/19     $      16,966.00 

12/08/19     $      12,158.01 

12/15/19     $        8,621.00 

12/22/19     $        7,291.42   

YTD Budget Requirement:   $    349,154.52 

YTD Budget Receipts:   $    279,389.44 
Income vs. Expenses  - $      39,428.00  

&KLOG�'HYHORSPHQW�&HQWHU� 

     Happy New Year from the CDC! I always think of the New Year as 
being a time of reflection, counting blessings, and making new resolu-
tions for a better year. We have had many blessings, but my favorite is 
seeing the children praising God in song and reciting scripture every 
day. Recently I read an article in Guideposts that spoke truth. We are 
all so busy with all the end of the year tasks and old concerns that we 
can’t think about new beginnings or inspirational goals. But what if we 
placed a message from Jesus somewhere we could see it that simply 
said, “Trust me, I have everything under control.” Surely this would 
change our perspective. So, my New Year’s resolution and prayer is 
“Father, each day in this new year, please help me remember that you 
are in control of everything –my life, my family, and all the children un-
der my watch care.” Thank you church family for blessing us with your 
many prayers.      

              -In Christ, Deborah Eddie 

 Ministry Spotlight! 
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January Events 
1 New Year’s Day 
 GSCS Christmas Break 
 Church Office Closed 

2 GSCS Christmas Break 

3 GSCS Christmas Break 

5   5:00 pm Church Fellowship-Fell.Hall 

6 GSCS 3rd Quarter Begins    

7   9:00 am Sr. Adult Prayer & Praise-Hosp.Rm. 
 10:00 am Adult Bible Study/Lunch-Hosp.Rm. 

8 11:30 am Men’s Lunch-Youth Rm. 

9   9:00 am Sr. Adult Dominoes-Hosp.Rm. 

10   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game-Gautier 
   5:30 pm Youth New Year’s Gathering 

11 10:00 am Children’s New Year’s Party-Fell.Hall 

12 11:30 am Sunday School Leadership Training-Fell.Hall 
   3:00 pm Youth to Winter Jam-Mitchell Ctr. 

13 GSCS Pre-Registration Begins 
   6:00 pm Deacons Meeting 

15   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game @ UMS-Wright 

16 Sr. Adult Lunch-TBD 

17   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game @ Orange Beach 

18   9:00 am “Rags to Blessings” Sewing Day-Rm.211 

19 10:15 am Sanctity of Human Life Sunday  
 12:00 pm Baby Shower for Women’s Resource Center-Hosp.Rm. 
   4:00 pm Grace Circle Meeting-Hosp.Rm. 

20 Martin Luther King Day-No School 
   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game (Resurrection Catholic)-

Gym 
   5:30 pm School Committee Meeting 

21   9:00 am Sr. Adult Prayer & Praise-Hosp.Rm. 
 10:00 am Adult Bible Study/Lunch-Hosp.Rm. 
   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game (Lead Academy)-Gym 

22   6:00 pm Church Conference 

23 GSCS District Science Fair, AISA 
   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game-Lead Academy 

24   4:30 pm GSCS JV Basketball Game (Gautier*DH)-Gym 
   5:30 pm Youth Gym Night 

25 10:00 am Saturate Mobile 
 10:00 am Children’s Laser Tag 

27   6:00 pm CDC Staff Meeting 

31 GSCS State Science Fair, AISA 

MEET OUR STAFF 
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OFFICE HOURS 
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